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The name Benesse derives from the Latin words "bene”,
meaning good or well, and "esse," which means to live or to be.
Together, they embody our corporate philosophy of helping people live well.
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Activities of Benesse Educational Research & Development Center (BERD)
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The Benesse Educational Research & Development Center works on research and development activities, targeted at a wide range of
people, including learners ranging from young children to university students and workers, as well as their parents, teachers and
schools. We also provide well-formed information based on studies examining possible changes in the educational environment
within mid- to long-term perspectives inside and outside Japan, through our unique research activities. At the same time, more
advanced R&D activities have been directed toward the study of how to improve the quality of education and teaching methods as
well as assessments and measurements.

We will constantly pursue the goal of developing a new educational framework for the future, aiming to become one of the most
trusted educational R&D centers in the world.
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The objective of this research is to understand the actual issues and to follow up ongoing reforms of the higher education in Japan as well
as outside of Japan. We have been focusing in particular on contemporary issues such as; “establishing an environment for smooth
articulation between high schools and universities,” “introducing vocational relevancy into undergraduate education (including employ-
ability and generic skills training and assessment) ” and “quality assurance system of higher education," and trying to find out the solutions

for them.
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Research into learning through media
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We conduct research on the utilization of ICT (Information Communication Technology) in teaching and learning and its effects, as well as the

influence of media on learning, seeking more effective learning methods and environments by utilizing media. Our aim is to find out the most
effective learning method for each child, and the best way and timing for its application, through R&D activities in a number of areas.
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Educational Survey

FED., REH. BEZWNREUVCREZITOICET. HEPFECD
ERERZEHAELCVE T, TORRZHESEL Web U1 F2@BUTLLR
MLTHED. REPERCORELCHBMALE SIS XFIZECIER
SNTVE T, BRELBCEREEREEDH# UWVRZKRZRREICHE DA
CNFCTEhe LIAERHK 30 F£(CHfco T 400 OZERBA CTLE T,
We conduct surveys of children, their parents and teachers to understand the actual
conditions of education and child rearing. These findings are released openly in our reports
as well as on our website, and used in various situations, such as in families and classrooms,
and for educational research purposes. We also meet the challenge of conducting more

complex research, such as an inter-annual or cross-country comparison of educational
issues. We have already implemented more than 400 surveys over the past thirty years.
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A message from the Center Director
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The current educational environment is in the midst of major changes such
as a shift toward a more globalized, networked and knowledge-based
society. Consequently, there is going to be greater and greater demand for
fostering various abilities that enable us to become independent and
contribute to our current and future society, such as “the ability to learn
independently,” “the ability to utilize acquired knowledge in various

Kenichi Arai
Director, Benesse Educa-
tional Research &
Development Center,
Benesse Corporation

ment Center (BERD), by combining the Benesse Educational Research
Laboratory, the Benesse Future Educational Center, and other R&D
departments.

For the past thirty years or more, we have been aggressively committed to
research and study in the field of education. By strengthening relationships
with a wide number of educators, researchers, administrative officers,

situations,” and “the ability to solve problems through cooperation with
many different people.”

To address such environmental changes and meet today's needs, we
established in April 2005 the Benesse Educational Research & Develop-

students and parents, we aim to pursue and create together a new
educational framework for the future.
We will be appreciative of your support and interest in our endeavors.
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Research into English language education
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We conduct R&D activities concerning the principle, theory, and curriculum of English

language education targeting everyone from infants to adults, as well as surveys on the actual

conditions of English teaching and learning, which are fundamental elements of the former

R&D activities. We also research and publish the current status of English education focusing
on primary, junior high, and high school students at school, outside school, and overseas.
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Research on educational assessments
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This research team studies how to develop and assess the abilities required in our current

and future society. In particular, we constantly keep an eye on the advanced research >, 48 Wt
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more, several new technological issues have been addressed such as the computer-based g &L =
testing method (CBT) that is likely to become widely used for international tests. e =
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An information magazine for school teachers, covering current topical |
educational issues and case studies. Provided free to elementary schools,
junior high schools and high schools nationwide.
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Our research activities The following research activities have derived from BERD.
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Focusing on parents and children and the people around them, the institute conducts research into the themes of
pregnancy, childbirth, child rearing, child care, and early childhood education. It has conducted several basic studies
such as the Basic Study on Fathers of Infants, Basic Study on Pregnancy, Childbirth and Child Rearing (using
cross-sectional survey and follow-up survey approaches), and Basic Study on Early Childhood Education and Child
Care (nursery school and child care center case studies). It also implements a Study of Child Rearing Trends in order to
grasp the periodic changes in the child rearing environment.
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Determining themes considered essential in everyday infant education from the viewpoint of adminis-
trators of nursery schools and child care centers, this magazine provides commentary and analysis in
order to enhance their expertise. It also promotes activities such as training at nursery schools and
child care centers.
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The Benesse Institute for the Child Sciences and Parenting has been undertaking extensive joint research with external

researchers in a variety of ways.
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Department of Comparative Study of Cognitive Development, Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University i
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Effect of socio-cultural factors on children's literacy development L

An intercultural comparative study between Japan (Tokyo), Korea (Seoul) and China (Shanghai)

.;Ben???e f;ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ heep://www.benesse.co.jp/shokuiku/ ‘
enesse Institute of Foo ucation

EFEEORRDOSBEZMEIDENTHEILIN, [B] ZHIDFEDICBDEREDREESD
BHESE, MR - SBEOBRZEZRELTCVERT,

This institute was established to study dietary education from the view of ordinary citizens. It publishes the recent

research results and information on the reality of children’s situations with regard to “food” as well as parents’ awareness
of nutrition.
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Child Research Net (CRN) . . .
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% Our website is available in three languages of Japanese, (Chinese) http://www.crn.net.cn/

English, and Chinese.
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CRN provides an Internet forum for the discussion of articles presented by child experts and researchers in various fields
from the perspective of Kodomogaku (Child Science). It also sponsors international symposia and lectures, and promotes
human interaction activities with researchers in East Asia, mainly China, to conduct comparative studies on child rearing,
child care, and early childhood education in East Asia. Another line of research, through academic exchanges with
research institutions and researchers in Western countries, has been directed toward finding solutions to various issues
surrounding children on a global scale.

1YBOO3 25 (%) "xwvtd—Rl— 3> Benesse¥BEMRHEFHEYY—
T163-0411 EREFEXFAHNE2TE1H1S MBE=HLILT 138 TEL 03-5320-1284




	2011R&Dガイド_P1s.pdf
	2011R&Dガイド_P2s
	2011R&Dガイド_P3s
	2011R&Dガイド_P4s

