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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to report the developmental process of the level
descriptions specific to developmental stages in children aged 3 to 11. The research was
divided into five parts. The first step was to frame the level description hypothesis from
the open- and closed-ended research put forward by ECF (English Curriculum
Framework); the other four steps were to verify the hypothesis. The latter four steps
were as follows:
1) 26 teachers of English were asked to fill out a questionnaire to evaluate their
students’ level of English competence.
2) 65 students were interviewed individually by native English speakers, in order to
gauge each student’s spoken language ability.
3) 4 English classes were observed regularly over a 10-month period, in order to note
students’ interests, motivation, and attitudes toward English communication.
4) Over 10 reference works relating to Foreign Language Proficiency Guidelines were
studied.
The results supported the hypothesis and led to advisory instructions for Japan’s

English education system.

Keywords
ECF (English Curriculum Framework), content syllabus, level descriptions,

task handling, language resources
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INFEEDTILIT7RYNNEIZDLNT

Alphabetical Knowledge among Japanese Young Learners of
English

TL v EHMIT
Mitsue ALLEN-TAMAI
KRB
Bunkyo Gakuin University

Abstract

Alphabetical knowledge, along with phonemic awareness, has been said to be one
of the Dbest predictors of subsequent reading development among
English-speaking children. This study examines knowledge of the alphabet
among Japanese elementary school children (N = 302). The participants were
asked to take three different kinds of tests: (1) a recognition test of letter-name
matching, (2) a writing test, and (3) a word spelling test. A questionnaire was also
given to them to assess their English learning experience, family background, and
motivation to learn English.

The results showed that the participants already had a high competence with
the alphabet letters, although they had just started to take English classes at
school. The results also indicate that it is necessary to be able to write the
alphabet letters correctly in order to start processing and memorizing words.
Self-confidence in Roman-letter learning had a significant correlation coefficiency
and was found to be a good index of alphabetical learning and word recognition.

Keywords
alphabetical knowledge, reading development, word recognition
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Practical Uses and Effects of English Language Learning Materials
Designed for Younger Children

SHOAT
Hiroko TOYODA
BHAF

Kyorin University

Abstract
In this study, six Japanese children (aged 4 to 6) and their Japanese parents
(mainly mothers) were observed to investigate how they used English learning
materials designed for younger children and what effects the materials had on the
children’s learning. Suggestions were made with regard to effective ways of
providing parental support. The English learning materials that children used
were from the correspondence package Oyakoeigo developed by Japanese
publisher Benesse Corporation and delivered bimonthly for a year. A package
includes a video (or a DVD), and some of the following items: a CD, a workbook, a
Cocopad (a talking machine used with an electric book and a special pen), a toy or
a game. Children and parents generally were observed to enjoy learning English
together. Children were responsive to English songs and danced to music by
following the instructors’ movements shown in video. Children who were
supported by parents during language activities developed English ability in
pronunciation, vocabulary, and body language, while an unassisted child did not.
When parents and children were watching a video together, parents were able to
support children the best, and children spoke the most English. A five-year-old
girl became capable of reading some lines of an English story after she listened to
it on CD. In an English language activity, a four-year-old boy spontaneously
played the role of chef and cooked a dish for his mother. In a card game, a boy
could appropriately use the gesture for “Good job!” by putting one thumb up. In
another card game, a family got together and had fun using English expressions
such as “They (cards) match.” “They don’t match.” This type of language learning
materials seems valuable, especially when parents actively interact with their

children and the materials.

Keywords
teaching children English, English as a foreign language (EFL),

English language learning materials
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