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Case Studies of Japanese Preschoolers Learning English
In a Classroom and At Home
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Tokyo University of Technology

Abstract
Case studies were carried out on Japanese preschoolers learning English as
a foreign language and differences between a group learning English from a
professional English teacher in a classroom and a group studying English with
parental support at home were investigated. It was found that classroom learning
can provide experiences with English such as acting out plays in a group, while
home learning allows children to study English through multimedia materials. In
both settings, the children who were interested in English and on good terms with

their facilitators were the most successful learners.
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The Story-Based Curriculum
in a Japanese Public Elementary School
— Development of Oral Language —

T EHIIT
Mitsue ALLEN-TAMAI
A ILIFBEA T

Aoyama Gakuin University

Abstract
Satisfying the social demands to cultivate people with good English ability,
the Japanese government publicized its serious intention of giving English
the status of a subject and of starting English courses from an earlier stage in
public elementary schools. Responding to the drastic change which may happen
in near future, this paper presents an innovative curriculum, using stories to
develop English spoken language among young EFL learners. The Story-Based
Curriculum starts with storytelling, in which children are involved with rich and
authentic uses of English. After listening to a story, they are taught to retell the
story in a simplified version which comprises rhythmic lines and songs. In this
curriculum they are exposed to different kinds of oral activities: singing, chanting,
dramatizing, dialogues, listening and telling a story. The effectiveness of the
curriculum is reported by referring to two different kinds of data. First, vocabulary
tests were administered before and after joint storytelling and a statistically
significant gain was found in the participants’ receptive vocabulary knowledge (¢ =
6.785, df = 72, p = .000, A = .90). Secondly, the evaluation notes of the participants
were analyzed and it was found that those who had first been bewildered by the
amount of English they had to produce, eventually learned to enjoy producing

meaningful utterances.

Keywords

Story-Based Curriculum, Oral Development, Elementary Schools
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B2 NOA BIOEEITETEDXNE T DI 555720,

BUE, Z<DE % TIEIEBIIMNEBREL TUNERHE1FE, bLATECELEESH
FEIEASNTND, BT VT OBETHLHE, PEBIOAEE CIIH3FELE
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WEZATOFFEEFIIHVIFRNDTHD, SR, WENHEZHE<OILEK (meaning)
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@® SeA1T9 Storytelling,

@ AL E 179 Joint Storytelling, ZOJFEIN AL L7225,

@ Joint Storytelling D, HLILZDHEIZAN—Y—IZEHHET LM 7ICEbE T
THEZ1T),

@ Joint Storytelling Tt L7 iifaa sed oI5 H),
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3.2 Storytelling & Joint Storytelling

Storytelling OIEFENTIE, SCAEZEWTWAIREDO KGN E RO EEFE-> TV,
FIZIRXISIED T T X ) DGE, ZL<DOT-ELITREDOHLT UEH>TNDHD THRFEZ VT
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WA A LICE B AT QW= BN, Joint Storytelling OFEENCILH 233 (55
FUTRDHOT, SHELCOHGE (HEE, KB, UES) ITEREMITLI01072%,

Joint Storytelling TIE R HICHI< 71T TIRALEET, SE0AL Ty T TIEARLT
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DEREBRFIL, S7EE521T comprehensible input 7217 Tl End, JEX (form) (2
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knowledge) Z 13> XN EEFRL, ARYDHFH~EERIHE T, A HGDOFRTHIGE
DRI T DET NV OREGELIIRL, BORGEEZFIEL QK IELTED, ZOH
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—FEIHEHINTODNHTHSD, Zokoic, WEEWE, FidiEEEEEZTars
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4. H)FXaSLOWREE
ZZTIEHARN=Y =& I A F 2T LOMGEEE LT, SINLE R EOFEREOEEL
PHDRFEIZEAT DRI OV THE T2,

41 BMEDOEEZEH
411 BWARAZE

FOFIRD27T A, 1D REE TR, EHPMERLIZFERT AN Joint Storytelling
HADHTRIZFER L T2, ZOT AMIERNEGE TS o7 HEFEITRBUTH Y 72560
ZAODD AARFEDEZANLERSLD TH D, BlAITBME I bean] LWV HFEAZE, T
AMIENPNTWTZA. L, B.E—/, C.=X D.ANTF)EWNH45D HAGEDFROD
LD IEfRZER S, F7z, HEEZ T Tri7Ze<lCan you help me?) EVV)FEBLEL a7
0, BMEEZTEFCTEORALEE, ZoOFITIXA. SIWTES, B BT TLEI N,
C. BV TLZEW, D. #Hx TUIEEN) VORI B EffE AT, 7L T ANRARNT
ANER—IEH ZF AL, RANTANTIE, BINLCCEMEEZH L, ZoMETIE,
SINFTHFE CTHWE XD ERZADOBIRNENOER 5D, SOICHFEL T B2 T E
YER T 20T skRObNT=, B2 I1X%EE 1 TWe have to sell our cow. | &S\, WHEITZ
DOICNARYG T HEIRE (A, 258070, B, FE27EH2T IR0, C. FE257E07I-0,
D. DMFETD) OHRNBIERTDY, EHIZIROIDNTE DL TWDHEE GER]) @ have to @) our

@ we @ sell @ cow ZIELLW R (@), @, @©, @, @)LMEMIEILNIL
DTHD,

412 #ER
FPNEREHAZE A LT LT AR ANT AR R L2, #2130l #HETh
%, BHEENETIRD THHD, RENDOT AN Th-o7=7-0HE B A 14HIRES 5%
B9, BHEEORIIIHEB ROV RIIZLDbDOTHL LT,
£2 BEDODTILTARKRAMT RO Bk #HE
N P R BE BiE  EEE

PAZL 73 9.40 2.73 —1.08 1.23 .67
RART A 73 11.86 2.54 —2.13 6.06 .70
BRI~ (RARD #) 72 19.83 7.01 —.629 — 251

TV TARRANT ANOTHE O G RETER AR EL THIEDHD t RIEZ LIZRER,
[Py 7 E T DR DFEZEIEIZLUT- Joint Storytelling 2@ L C R EITH B2 A iEEM
R IELCRY, TOERLKENWZEND-T-(t = 6.785, df = 72, p = .000, A =
.90),

Fiz, RANTARD HIZHBE LT BEE DI~ 2 A DWW TR 70% O IEfFEHR T
BHotz, HENEHELNZD ERE0% L. EE S mRETDE, T1%DRENARK SEE
BFLCWe, BIRL7ZECZ ORI E R 7T~ 100 BRELMESTEL T, [YVyyrd
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HFEON A~ OB Z EfRET 57O ITIXEFEZ T, SOICH DO O GEFIFRDS
Flred, R (form) IZOWTCIIFF AR EZ L TEHT, SHICHRIFRE OFZ HERF R
LIMESTWRWZEEEZ DL, BINE O EMRIIET ITEWLDOLELTHMETES, Zh
ILZ<DOREN BHEMICHT/EEZEL T, KEOERUTOWTH Bzt > THHA
TV ZEZREL TS,

42 SMBEBDOAH)FTLEET
421 WERAX

411TERLEZINEL, 2B OIFEDRZ A=Y —Z i LR EIC DWW TH
HICEREZZENTHE-T, 7o —hDOERIZOWTIEB I ORE B L OHIEITHFZE
DEGEZHRAL, HAEFROBTEBINE DELEDOHIRZKIRL, T2V,

ST EELTIL, SHETI AN A TTHEIC TS KH Corder (bl 1, 2013) 24 AL,
BT — 2O EEE N, RO L, TRHENOHTE1TO BROX
Fi22o7T, @O L, T—XEETHD, (T T —ZFHDOEDEITIFFEN
HDLDONENI TN, SEEMZDE, T—XFOEDH yEG I - R RE )l
IFWMDGFHND, ) (HEH, 2013, p.1), KH Coder TIXMH B 2 — D@73,
Tl b I OFEE DRV GEE AR CREA TS Ry NI — 7 B i T&D, ) (WM, 2013,
p.55), HEDOEIITGC THROKEEZEZHILNTE, KWNFEH-E RN LEZRLT
WD, 2, HOREZIFIENENOBEEO HBKE KL TEY, HHEEALWIZE KR
ERETENINTND,

X 11X Joint Storytelling [Z- DWW TR E N E WA TOZREREDH D, 5EILLE
HCEEEEA ML, HER N — IV EERLIER R ThD, T T3EEE) TS 148
LW TR 22 TS | THEE | THGE | S KW TR XN Qb 2 enbind, ZiuiZions
TNz M aE %A > CHFE (FTILHRE) 2R ADZEITRLNWE B ST | ZEERIBLT
W5, Fo, ERSEORELVHIBLEDIED | LV HEEZ LI TWE, T 15
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To) MO ) TS | EVIOREEL RSN CD, AL [FETe HE S NWnMB UL
BoTng ZEERL TN,

WIZ, FEEEEOIDZFIREINTWDHOD, hiFEFED KWIC (Key Word in Context)
IHTIB TN, ZOHnlE, HHEEEREDINTHWLTW DD, DR
ERHDZENTED, [F21EMFEE 1EVIFEHED KWIC 20T LIeR R B T Thsd, =
ZTCIERENEWEEEG LTS,

1. RERESTTE, 5971 - 5ite ) - ESTBOWIEES,

2. BlZEAT-> CHRGEE S5 IR0 IO & 5,

3. ML, BEVHRTHRWERLET, T, BKHESHININETHI o7
EREWET,

. I FIIEE DI CHEEOWGEN L TEEL,

5. wite)), EIIELTEINHH THOZEFEL TD,

6. 1FL, WEBEEFE ST RETRIBEEZ SISV OTEENET, 2Ll
WANWAIR B 72 EECTRAHEEINLTT,

7. PEEESOITEREIINIORNHERNELZ,

8. MFEEMIOIZ L TRILIEFBE S A0, DRVELI-TZL, oW Aiidho
=&,

9. WEEZEINNHSTIEOW=EEY, bbb LA)-T,

10. HmANIIHET e L o TNy, FSEELIIHTAIIT72D, Ll leoTe,

11. WEBEfEo7- R 3EIL, BE - L InoULRoc e BnEL,

12. BEZIZOONIZRFIEL) T,

13. FED T 72 E N> TlebIZRVELTZ,

14. WEEOFIZTTLAHBONELR LR AOLNTZL, BELLoNVETEHIHIC
Tpol-,

Pl Izt ry Ny —27E KWIC OFERED, 2IMFIZZOAVF2T L, FFHZED
HLCdh D Joint Storytelling DIFENZ L 7, ZHAEL TAL —F TR (597)
EHITTTNAZEEEKL TONDIHITh-oTz,

5. F&

AGi L TIE AN/ N PR TR E O B H S 552 M 139 H /Y TH %8 L 72 Story-Based
Curriculum OHThH, FrZVA=UTRe 1%L T Storytelling &, AV —F 715 H)
T Joint Storytelling IZOWTEAL, ZOZRBIEIZHOWTHRE LTz, AL
D12ELTHIMNE DZ R EEMFHEDOEALZRE LT, WEEICH CTAHEZ MW TR
WOMDNEIDEFIRT=L D THHN, BINEITFEFR-CR IO Z HW L5 A Fat I
AEIZHIZL CQODIENFEIESNTZ, S5IZ, BERTHIRFMICHIlZ 22022 0
DFt A DFFETH-T278, BINEILHEED orthographic knowledge (8201 B2 5n7k)
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English Learners’ Motivation,
bth & 6th graders to 7th & 9th graders
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Abstract
This paper reports on the results of a series of surveys which were administered
to Japanese junior high school students regarding their attitudes about learning
English. The survey explored students’ initial interest in learning English as
well as their levels of interest during the survey period. The first survey was
administered at the beginning of the 2011 Spring semester, followed by the second
survey at the end of the semester, and the third survey was administered at the
end of the 2013 Spring semester. The survey not only sought to determine levels
of interest in learning English, but also to identify common factors that contribute
to students’ interest in learning English. The paper discusses the survey results

and provides an analysis of the data.
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Elementary School, Junior High School, English Learning
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